Talk: AUTHORITY THAT DEMANDS A RESPONSE

Intro: Australians and authority

Authority unequalled

Mk 1:22 —22The people were amazed at his teaching,
because he taught them as one who had authority,
not as the teachers of the law.

Mk 1:27 — 2 The people were all so amazed that they

asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and
with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits

and they obey him.”

Mk 2:6-7 — ®Now some teachers of the law were
sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this
fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”

Mk 2:10 — °But | want you to know the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”

Competing authorities

Mk 3:4 —* “...Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do
good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they
remained silent.”

Mk 3:6 — 6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to
plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.

Mk 3:20-21 — ®Then Jesus entered a house, and again
a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were
not even able to eat. 2 When his family! heard about
this, they went to take charge of him, for they said,
“He is out of his mind.”

Authority uncompromising

Mk 3:33-34 — 3 “Who are my mother and my
brothers?” he asked.

34Then he looked at those seated in a circle around
him and said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 3> Whoever does God’s will is my brother
and sister and mother.”

Mark 2:1-11 (NIV)

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man

2 A few days later, when Jesus again entered
Capernaum, the people heard that he had come
home. :They gathered in such large numbers
that there was no room left, not even outside
the door, and he preached the word to

them. sSome men came, bringing to him a
paralyzed man, carried by four of them. «Since
they could not get him to Jesus because of the
crowd, they made an opening in the roof above
Jesus by digging through it and then lowered
the mat the man was lying on. sWhen Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed

man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

sNow some teachers of the law were sitting
there, thinking to themselves, "*Why does this
fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who
can forgive sins but God alone?”

sImmediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this
was what they were thinking in their hearts,
and he said to them, "Why are you thinking
these things? sWhich is easier: to say to this
paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to
say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? ©wBut I
want you to know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins. "So he said to
the man, «"I tell you, get up, take your mat
and go home.”

Mark 3:1-6

Jesus Heals on the Sabbath

3 Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a
man with a shrivelled hand was there. :Some of
them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so
they watched him closely to see if he would heal him
on the Sabbath. :Jesus said to the man with the
shrivelled hand, “Stand up in front of everyone.”

+Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the
Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to
kill?” But they remained silent.

sHe looked around at them in anger and, deeply
distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out,
and his hand was completely restored. *Then the
Pharisees went out and began to plot with the
Herodians how they might kill Jesus.
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