RIGHTING AN UPSIDE DOWN WORLD

Don McMurray 3-Oct-2018
Bible Readings:- Acts 4: 1-14; 17: 1-7

The theme is on the Risen Christ.
1. What was wrong with that world that it needed
righting?
2. What power was needed to right it?
3. Our present world needs righting and there is only one
way to do it!

Acts 4:1-14 New International Version (NIV)

Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin

4 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the
Sadduceescame up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the
people.2They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching
the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. :They
seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in
jail until the next day. +But many who heard the message believed; so the
number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.

sThe next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in
Jerusalem. ¢Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas,John,
Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. "They had Peter and John
brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or
what name did you do this?”

sThen Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of
the people! °If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness
shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was

healed, °then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 1]esus is
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the stone you builders rejected,

which has become the cornerstone.’@!

©Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note
that these men had been with Jesus. ©“But since they could see the man
who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they
could say.

Footnotes:

a. Acts 4:11 Psalm 118:22

ACtS 1 7 : 1 - 7 New International Version (NIV)

In Thessalonica

17 when Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish
synagogue. 2As was his custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on
three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures,:explaining and proving that the Messiah had to suffer and rise
from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” he
said.*Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did
a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women.

sBut other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters
from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They
rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them
out to the crowd.! sBut when they did not find them, they dragged Jason
and some other believers before the city officials, shouting: "These men
who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 7and
Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.”

Footnotes:

a. Acts 17:5 Or the assembly of the people
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